
 
 

Home Visiting Evidence of Effectiveness (HomVEE) 

Request for Comments 

Deadline: August 22, 2014 

Purpose 

The HomVEE team is proposing to revise the project website to clarify existing criteria for including 
results from single-case design (SCD) research in the determination of program model effectiveness. 
HomVEE uses the same criteria as the What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) for considering results from 
single-case designs in the determination of program model effectiveness.  Currently, the HomVEE site 
(http://homvee.acf.hhs.gov) provides a link to the WWC (www.whatworks.ed.gov) as explanation of the 
criteria for both determinations of study quality and program model effectiveness. The HomVEE team 
proposes articulating on the HomVEE website the criteria for when single-case design results are used, 
borrowed from the WWC, to make explicit the elements of the WWC language that are relevant to 
HomVEE. We are asking for comments on this proposed change by August 22, 2014.  

Background 

The HomVEE project is a review and assessment of the research on home visiting program models that 
target pregnant women and families with children from birth to age 5. Eligible research designs—
including randomized controlled trials, matched comparison groups, and single-case designs—are rated 
using HomVEE standards, and the results are compared against the Department of Health and Human 
Services (DHHS) criteria for an evidence-based model. Information on study ratings and the DHHS 
criteria are available on the HomVEE website (http://homvee.acf.hhs.gov/ 
document.aspx?rid=4&sid=19&mid=5).   

Information on how single-case designs are rated and summarized is currently available through a link to 
the WWC site (http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/pdf/wwc_scd.pdf). The HomVEE team proposes posting the 
relevant language describing these standards on the HomVEE website. Specifically, the team would add 
a description of the criteria that must be met before results from single-case designs would contribute 
to whether a model meets the DHHS criteria in the HomVEE review. The three criteria are as follows: 

1. At least five studies examining the intervention meet the WWC’s pilot single-case design 
standards without reservations or standards with reservations (equivalent to a “high” or 
“moderate” rating in HomVEE, respectively). 

2. The single-case designs are conducted by at least three research teams with no overlapping 
authorship at three institutions. 

3. The combined number of cases is at least 20. 

Instructions for submitting comments 

Please email your comments to HVEE@mathematica-mpr.com no later than August 22, 2014. 
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